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alter his patent, and to make, him an officer under the Duke of Richmond, contrary to his promise. And, indeed the duchess was sometimes to blame in things of tins nature; for she, to show her power with the King (which was very great) and her friendship to some, would often make the King break Ins engagement to others, which was not to his honour. And yet his Majesty was not at this time to be charmed with her. I found this day that one of the three ministers was reconciling himself to a great man that was no friend to my Lord Halifax, which I acquainted my lord with, lest it might prove to his disadvantage, which he told me would be of good use to him. That night I discoursed with the King a great while at my Lady Portsmouth's.
January 28. Came the news from Flanders of vast damage done to Ostend, Antwerp, and other parts of that country, by the greatest inundation that ever was known. Holland also suffered so vastly by those floods, that the greatest part of Zetland was laid under water, several towns and villages, with their inhabitants, were drowned, insomuch as it was believed that to repair the losses would cost ten millions sterling. The levels in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire were by the same fate laid under water. The continual rains of this winter had occasioned those floods which were almost without intermission, nor was there any frost longer than for one night, or any snow all that time, till the beginning of February.
Now was the great expectation whether a Parliament would be called or not, the Ministers of State not agreeing in the thing. My Lord Halifax argued for it for these reasons—that all Christendom desired it, Prance only excepted, and nothing ought to discourage it at home, hut the fear that they might lly upon high points, which, if they did, the King might dismiss or dissolve them when he pleased, and show the world that it was their fault, not his, that he endeavoured to give satisfaction to his
